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BY-LAWS 

OF  

DAYLIGHT CHAPTER NO. 10  

ROYAL ARCH MASONS  

NEWPORT, DELAWARE  

 

 

ARTICLE I 

 

NAME 

 

Section 1. This Chapter shall be known as Daylight Chapter No. 10, Royal Arch Masons, of 

Newport. Delaware. 

 

 

ARTICLE II 

 

CONVOCATIONS 

 

Section 1. The Stated Convocations of this Chapter shall be held on the second Wednesday 

of each month, except during July and August, at 1:00 P.M. At the discretion of the 

Excellent High Priest, he may open the Chapter earlier than 1:00 P.M. in order to confer a 

Capitular Degree as a part of the business meeting agenda for a Stated Convocation. 

Occasionally, the second Wednesday may conflict with a legal holiday in that time frame, 

in which case, the Stated Convocation will be held on the third Wednesday. All Chapter 

members, Grand High Priest and Grand Secretary must receive due and timely notice 

concerning these actions. 

 

Section 2. The Excellent High Priest may call special Convocations for any reason he may 

deem necessary and no business shall be transacted but that for which it was called. All 

Chapter members must receive due and timely notice concerning Special Convocations. 

 

 

ARTICLE III 

 

OFFICERS 

 

Section 1. The officers of this Chapter shall be as follows: 

 

High Priest 

King 

Scribe 

Treasurer 

Secretary 

Captain of the Host 

Principal Sojourner 
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Royal Arch Captain 

Master of the 3rd Veil 

Master of the 2nd Veil 

Master of the 1st Veil 

Chaplain 

Sentinel 

 

Section 2. The first five officers named in the preceding section shall be elected annually by 

ballot and by a majority of all votes cast at the Stated Convocation next proceeding St. John 

the Evangelist's Day. The remaining officers shall be appointed by the Excellent High Priest, 

after his election and before his installation. 

 

 

ARTICLE IV  

 

DUTIES OF OFFICERS 

 

Section 1.  It shall be the duty of the Chapter to maintain the ancient landmarks of the 

Fraternity and to observe that the work of Chapter is performed according to the ancient 

usages and laws of the Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons of Delaware. 

 

Section 2. The Treasurer shall receive all monies from the Secretary giving receipt for same; 

he shall at each Stated Convocation give a just and full account of the monies received and 

paid by him; and shall deliver to his successor in office immediately after his installation the 

balance remaining in his hands and all other property of the Chapter which was entrusted to 

his care. The Treasurer shall invest all monies placed in his hands by the Chapter as directed, 

and in the name of Daylight Chapter No. 10, Royal Arch Masons. He shall have no power to 

alter, change or dispose of any investments or securities without the sanction of the Chapter. 

The Chapter shall determine adequate compensation for his services, at a time and in such an 

amount as appropriate to the financial condition of the Chapter. 

 

Section 3. The Secretary shall keep a just and correct record of the proceedings of the 

Chapter, collect all monies due the Chapter from its members and pay it over to the Treasurer, 

taking his receipt therefore; he is also to obey the orders of the High Priest, and when directed 

he shall issue notices at least one day previous to the convocation. He shall report the names 

of delinquents to the Chapter. On petitions, he shall present the ad hoc investigating 

committees with the candidate’s full name, age, address, occupation, and names of those 

recommending him and when they are due to report. At the close of the year he shall complete 

the Annual Grand Chapter Report and forward it to the Grand Secretary of the Grand Chapter 

of Royal Arch Masons of Delaware. If requested, he shall forward a monthly membership 

report to the Grand Secretary. He shall have charge of all real estate, paraphernalia and 

furniture of the Chapter.  The Chapter shall determine adequate compensation for his services, 

at a time and in such an amount as appropriate to the financial condition of the Chapter. 
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ARTICLE V 

 

MEMBERS 

 

Section 1. The members of this Chapter are all who have been exalted in or affiliated 

therewith and who have subscribed their names to these By-Laws. 

 

Section 2. Charter members are all members shown on the Chapter Roll as of April 2, 1994, 

the date this Chapter received its Warrant from the Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons of 

Delaware. 

 

 

ARTICLE VI  

 

APPLICATION FOR DEGREES 

 

Section 1. Any Master Mason in good standing desirous of receiving the degrees in this 

Chapter must be proposed in writing by two companions thereof at a Stated Convocation, 

giving the candidates full name, age, residence, occupation, and the name of the Blue Lodge to 

which he belongs. When the petition is received in Chapter, it shall be referred to a special 

committee of three who shall investigate the character and qualifications of said candidate and 

report promptly their recommendation at a Stated Convocation. On report of said committee 

the Chapter shall proceed to ballot on the candidate. 

 

Section 2. Should the applicant fail to appear within the twelve months from the time of his 

election to receive his degrees, he must submit to the form of being proposed again and 

balloted on. 

 

Section 3. Any Royal Arch Mason may become a member of this Chapter by affiliation 

subject to the conditions set forth in Section 1 of this article. 

 

 

ARTICLE VII  

 

FEES AND DUES 

 

Section 1. The fees for conferring the degrees in this Chapter shall be determined annually. 

Ten dollars must accompany the petition and the balance to be paid before receiving the Mark 

Master Degree. Affiliated members shall pay an affiliation fee as determined by the Chapter. 

 

Section 2. The annual dues shall be determined by the Chapter, payable annually in 

December. The annual payment shall also include Grand Chapter Royal Arch Masons of 

Delaware dues and assessments, General Grand Chapter Royal Arch Masons, International 

dues and assessments.  Chapter dues are subject to review annually at the October Stated 

Convocation. 

 

Section 3. If justified by financial commitments, the Chapter can direct a special assessment 



4 
 

from its members; provided it is approved by a majority of members at a Stated Convocation 

and billed to all members. 

 

Section 4. Any member of this Chapter neglecting or refusing to pay his dues for two years 

may be suspended by a majority vote of the companions present at any Stated Convocation. 

No Companion shall be suspended until he shall have had at least one month's advance notice 

by certified mail to his last known address, of the intention of the Chapter to take action upon 

his delinquency. He must also be advised of the penalty to which he renders himself liable by 

failure to liquidate his indebtedness. Before voting on any suspension, an investigating 

committee must be appointed and directed to determine any circumstances that may prevent a 

Companion from paying his dues. 

 

Section 5. A summons sent by this Chapter to its members who live out of the State of 

Delaware for nonpayment of dues or unmasonic conduct, shall have the same power and 

effect as on members who live in the Jurisdiction of Delaware. 

 

Section 6. Any Companion wishing to demit from this Chapter must apply in writing and pay 

his indebtedness in full before a demit is granted. 

 

Section 7. Any member may, upon a one-time payment to be determined actuarially by age 

range, be declared a Life Member and shall be exempt from Chapter dues; so long as he holds 

membership in a Blue Lodge. Life members shall be subject to any Grand Chapter of Royal 

Arch Masons of Delaware dues and assessments dues, General Grand Chapter Royal Arch 

Masons, International dues and special assessments, established by this Chapter. 

 

Section 8. Life Member payment shall be: 

 

- Seventy- five percent invested in the Permanent Fund as stated in Article XI, Section 2. 

 

- Twenty- five percent deposited to Chapter operating funds. 

 

 

ARTICLE VIII  

 

REJECTIONS 

 

Section 1. A petition for the degrees of this Chapter having been rejected cannot again be 

received within the period of three months. 

 

Section 2. When a candidate is rejected, the Secretary shall return his petition fee without 

delay. 
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ARTICLE IX  

 

COMMITTEES 

 

Section 1. The Chapter shall have a standing Finance Committee; responsible for assuring all 

bills are properly voted on and have the approval of the High Priest. They shall examine the 

accounts of the Treasurer and Secretary annually and report thereon as well as on all financial 

concerns of the Chapter at the December Stated Convocation before the election of officers. 

 

Section 2. The Chapter shall also have a standing Wellness Committee to report at each 

Stated Convocation on sick companions and, if necessary, to contact all sick companions to 

determine if the Chapter can be of assistance. In case of the death of any Companion of this 

Chapter, it shall be the duty of the Wellness Committee to ascertain the condition of the 

family of such deceased Companion, and if in their judgment the circumstances of the family 

are such as to require aid, they shall be authorized to donate from Chapter funds any sum as 

determined by the Chapter. In the case of death of an affiliated member, the Chapters 

involved shall coordinate this effort, if convenient to do so. 

 

Section 3. The Chapter shall have a standing By-Laws Committee responsible for amending 

the by-laws of this Chapter as needed. The procedure for amendments is stated in Article XII. 

 

Section 4. The Chapter shall have a standing Work And Instruction Committee charged 

with assuring the proficiency of officers in opening and closing the Chapter, and 

proficiency of this Chapter in conferring all Capitular Degrees. 

 

Section 5. The Excellent High Priest may at his discretion appoint Committees other than the 

above to cover the needs of the Chapter, e.g. refreshments, Hall Company, etc. 

 

 

ARTICLE X   

 

MONEY AND PROPERTY 

 

Section 1. The money and property of every kind belonging to the Chapter shall be 

appropriated to pay the necessary expenses. Payments of all expenses require the signature of 

either the Treasurer or Secretary on the checks. If either the Treasurer or Secretary is not 

available for signature, the Excellent High Priest is authorized to sign. Checks must be 

payable to either an individual or organization (no cash). Financial safeguards are in place in 

accordance with the Finance Committee's duties stated in Article IX, Section 1. 

 

Section 2. At no time shall the Chapter's money and property be divided among the members 

of Daylight Chapter No. 10.  If the Chapter ceases to exist, other than through merger with 

another Chapter, all monies, properties and Charter will be turned over to the Grand Chapter 

of Royal Arch Masons of Delaware. 

 



6 
 

 

 

 

 

ARTICLE XI  

 

PERMANENT FUND 

 

Section 1. In order to assure stability and perpetuity to the Chapter, there shall be established 

a Permanent Fund, which shall be invested by the Treasurer. 

 

Section 2. There shall be set aside for this purpose: 

 

a. The investment amount received for Life Member as stated in Article VII, Section 7 

and Section 8. 

 

b. All moneys or property, which may accrue to the Chapter by donations, gifts, devise or 

otherwise for this purpose. 

 

c. All such sums as the Chapter may, by resolution, apply to this purpose. 

 

Section 3. All income derived from or earned by the Permanent Fund shall be paid by the 

Treasurer into the Treasury of the Chapter or, at the discretion of the Chapter, rolled over 

into the Permanent Fund. 

 

Section 4. The Permanent Fund shall not be impaired or diminished, except by vote of the 

Chapter at a Stated Convocation. 

 

 

ARTICLE XII  

 

AMENDMENTS 

 

Section 1. Any or all of these By-Laws may be amended or others substituted at the will of 

the Chapter, but all amendments or substitutions must be proposed in writing, read before the 

Chapter at a Stated Convocation, and laid over until the next Stated Convocation before being 

voted upon; two thirds of the members present in the affirmative shall be necessary for the 

adoption of such amendments or substitutions and become effective upon approval by the 

Grand Chapter Royal Arch Masons of Delaware. 

. 

 

Section 2. Any action or edict of the Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons of Delaware or 

the General Grand Chapter, Royal Arch Masons, International, altering these By-Laws, has 

the effect of an amendment without any action on the part of this Chapter. 

 

 

Amended January 13, 2016 
 


